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of the Central Powers spoke the ancient language of
diplomacy. They thought in terms of strategic
lines, of provinces ceded, of economic advantages
to be gained. Not so the Bolsheviks. Their par-
lance was not one of frontiers and concessions; they
were not concerned with geographical expressions.
They aimed by propaganda upon war-weary
European Socialism to achieve what they knew
could not be achieved by arms, namely World
Revolution and the replacement of military im-
perialism by the dictatorship of the proletariat.
They were prepared to abandon whole provinces
to the victors if by so doing they could arouse the
working classes of the Central Powers to a realiza-
tion of the evils of military dictatorship. He is no
Socialist, WTOte Lenin in his open letter to the
American working men in 1918, who will not sacri-
fice his fatherland for the triumph of the social
revolution.
German Aims
So fundamental a difference in approach neces-
sarily resulted in equally different techniques in
negotiation. For both parties the time factor was
vital. For Germany it wras essential to concentrate
all available troops on the Western Front as soon as
possible in order to ensure the success of the spring
offensive against the Allies on which the High
Command had staked their all. Hindenburg and
Ludendorff therefore demanded a speedy conclu-
sion of the negotiations. Russia was at the mercy of
Germany, they urged; no further resistance was